Grand Forks Historic Preservation Commission
255 North Fourth Street
P. O. Box 5200
Grand Forks, ND 58206-5200

Draft Minutes
October 14, 2025

Commissioners present: Chuck Flemmer, Bill Caraher, Judy Swisher, Jacey Johnston, Doug
Munski, Brian Catlson, Nicole Derenne

Meeting called to order at 6:07 pm.

1. Approval of minutes from September 23rd, 2025.
a. Moved Caraher, second Munski. Motion catrties.

2. Section 106 Reviews: No reviews this month.

3. Chair Report: Chuck Flemmer:

a. Great Northern Depot Lunchroom building: a work crew has been working to cut down the
trees by the old lunchroom to get it cleaned up and plan to remove the radio tower with the
intent to sell or do something with the building.

1. How do we ensure that something is done with it. The coordinator will reach out to
BNSF to ask questions and mention its significance. Donate to the city? Speak with
SHPO? Sell to a 501(3) c? Try to ensure its preservation in some way.

ii. Swisher asked whether it the Depot is on the Register — it is along with the
lunchroom.

iii. Derenne asked whether it would come by the Commission if it is sold.

iv. Caraher noted that there wouldn’t be incentive to tear it down given that it is small
and there isn’t much room there to build something else.

v. What else is inside?

4. Coordinator Report: Susan Caraher

a. CLG Audit
1. We were advised by SHPO that our audit was accepted and we are in compliance.

b. FY23 Project updates



1. SHPO provided some edits on both reports and the coordinator has made these
corrections. They have now been uploaded to our website and will be distributed
publicly.

c. UND Digital Heritage project

1. Dr Zhang in Electrical Engineering is proposing a partnership with our office to
produce a digital model of a building or buildings that can help to promote
preservation and our cultural heritage. The chair and the coordinator met with Dr.
Zhang last week to discuss the project and begin to identify potential subjects. We
will provide a letter of support and some information support, as well as help to
negotiate permission for a selected property. We will also provide some historic
background for the final product. The outcome is a 3D visual that can provide a
remote tour experience.

ii. Caraher noted that we should make sure there is a sustainability plan for the scan
data.

iii. Derenne asked whether the Depot lunchroom might be an option.
tv. Digital Atlas through the Geography Dept about using it as a repository. Munski
noted that project.
d. Fairgrounds Grand Stand project

1. The coordinator stopped by the fairgrounds to look at the repair on the wall and it

appears to have been done well.
e. County Courthouse
1. The dome repair is complete and the scaffolding is now removed. The Grand Forks
Herald ran a story on the repair last week and contacted our office for comment.
ii. Check with Miller Dunwiddie about whether they did a 3D scan of the Dome
iii.  Carlson noted the windows look really good.
iv. Johnston noted that the interior scaffolding has gone but the chandelier is still to go
up.
f.  Reappointments for Conlon and Johnston
1. The reappointments were confirmed at last week’s City Council meeting.
g. Phi Beta Sorority House
1. The County Property records show that it is still owned by the Sorority Chapter and

has not yet been sold.



h. Donated Labor Forms

5. Other business: next meeting is delayed a week to accommodate the Veterans Day.

6. Move to adjourn 6:43 pm, moved Swisher, second Munski. Motion carries.

Upcoming meetings: Tuesday, November 18" 2025 at 6:00pm



