Grand Forks Historic Preservation Commission
255 North Fourth Street
P. O. Box 5200
Grand Forks, ND 58206-5200

Minutes
July 8", 2025

Commissioners present: Chuck Flemmer, Nicole Derenne, Gordon Iseminger, Brian Catlson,
Doug Munski.

Guests: Barbara Knipe, Kathy Ashe, Jenny Tarlin, Gail Hand, Shilo Previti.
Meeting called to order at 6.05 pm.

1. Approval of minutes from June 10", 2025.
a. Moved Iseminger, second Derenne. Motion carties.

2. Section 106 Reviews:

RRVCA
Not in a historic district: 8202 52°¢ Ave N. — trailer home weatherization. Administratively

approved — no historic properties affected.

3. Chair Report: Chuck Flemmer:
a. WTP Redevelopment Steering Committee meeting held June 25,

1. Discussed how the proposal was received at the City Council meeting and the next
course of action. As the Steering Committee, did they have the right suggestions and
why. They will work with Planning on next steps and then try to meet with the City
Council out of session.

1. Iseminger — questions on how it might pay for itself?

2. Flemmer noted the cost of demo will be very expensive and therefore there
needs to be some way to recoup some of the cost.

3. Iseminger asked about the hazardous chemicals and Flemmer noted that the

building had chemicals and that will need to be addressed.

4. Coordinator Report: Susan Caraher
a. Ward Meeting, June 17" at Phoenix Elementary School



L

Council members for Wards 3 and 4 hosted a public meeting to share information
and receive comments about the Water Treatment Plant redevelopment. Mayor
Bochenski, Administrator, Todd Feland and staff from Planning and Community
Development were in attendance. Approximately ten community members attended.
Andrew Conlon provided a summary of the project, the steering committee meetings
and other meetings with the consultants and public meetings. Community members
shared their ideas and concerns. Some concerns were alleviated throughout the

discussion. A copy of the notes distributed at the meeting are in the packet.

b. Chester Fritz Auditorium

C.

1.

1.

1.

1v.

L

The coordinator attended a meeting today at the Chester Fritz Auditorium with
UND Facilities staff, Chester Fritz Auditorium staff and the City’s Building Safety
staff to consider a project to improve the safety of the balconies so that they can be
opened up for use. The coordinator reached out to the Architectural Historian at
SHPO for any input ahead of the meeting and whether suggesting a safety glass wrap
would be a good option to propose. SHPO agreed that could work.
The current railings are 2 in short of code and several of the railing tops are not
capped — all of those line up with the pillars. There are also gaps in the corners that
pose potential dangerous gaps. The space between the railings could be
grandfathered through, but if the railing was to be replaced, the space would need to
be narrowed.
Building Safety would like to see the railings capped with a hand rail all of the way
around, to fill in the corners, and also place a cap on those railings that don’t have
tops on them.
Other options discussed with UND include the safety glass and cable wire.

1. Catlson — glass is the right strategy. Supplement what is there rather than

replacing it.
2. Perhaps there is a chance to have the railing “grandfathered in” and to get a

variance to OSHA standards.

CLG Program Audit due end of September.

The State has sent the CLG Program Review for FFY 2024.

d. Lost neighborhood historic context draft is ready for review.

€.

Interpretive panels for the neighborhood



L

The coordinator has shared the text and suggested images with Greenway director

for assistance with the ordering and installation of the panels.

. Display of donated goods

L

The coordinator is still shopping for display cases — one for Council Chambers and

one for the area nearby our office.

g. Polio/Iron Lung Project — GF Public Health

1.

The coordinator has connected the Public Health team with Dr. Jim Brosseau to
provide some authoritative input to their video project. We also provided some
archival newspaper research pertaining to local impacts of polio. Dr. Brosseau also
has personal knowledge of people afflicted and will share that information directly to

the team.

h. Commissioner reappointments

1.

Four Commission members’ terms expire August 1%, one will expire September 20"
and another on October 19%. A staff report will be provided to the Mayor to submit
to the Committee of the Whole meeting on July 14" and the to the City Council

meeting on July 21%.

1. Pi Beta Phi sorority house

1.

1.

1.

Our office has received several emails regarding the proposed sale of the Pi Beta Phi
sorority house at 409 Cambridge Street. The coordinator reached out to UND to get
more information. Currently there has not been a sale so everything remains
speculative.

The house is owned by the Chapter at the national level. They have struggled to
recruit members in recent years and are looking to work to sell the property to the
Alumni Association and Foundation, not to a realtor or developer. There is no
purchase agreement yet. However, the national chapter would like to have the house
memorialized in some way in the event of a sale. It has not been occupied for a
couple of years. The Chapter is planning to get professional photos which we may be
able to get copies. They are also planning to do tours for their alumnae as part of the
farewell. Once it has been sold, there will not be any more public access but we
would be permitted to enter to do our own photos if needed.

City code would make it difficult for a private developer to purchase due to parking

needs etc. The house will eventually be demolished because it is not up to code in



1v.

numerous ways including electrical, sprinkler systems, fire proof doors et c that the
university would need address before they could repurpose it. The cost would be
prohibitive to bring it up to code and the potential revenue stream wouldn’t be there
to make it financially viable.
There is no plan for the future of the site. It will likely become green space and part
of the core campus. It will be “land banked” until there is a time in the future for a
campus need.
1. Munski asked about the Pi Kappa Phi
a. Flemmer noted that it is shame to lose the old buildings and perhaps
they could be sold and moved but it is very difficult to bring it up to
code.
b. Who designed it? Are there any salvage items worth getting out of

the house?

j.  Planning request to rezone UD to R-4 at 5" and Cambridge Street

1.

There is a request pending to rezone a lot of land that borders the University historic
district. It will be presented at the Planning and Zoning meeting this week. The
developer is looking to build a multi-residential development consisting of 5
townhomes. The initial consideration was 3 duplexes but they were persuaded to
pursue the town home option which ultimately is one less property. The lot will need
to be rezoned from University District to R-4 before it can be approved. It will then
go to the City Council for approval later this month.

1. Flemmer — Planning and Community Development had given thought to
what could go there and suggested the names of architects and influence
design. Looking to steer the developer in a direction that would produce
something more in keeping with the style of the surrounding residences.

a. Tarlin — what argument can be made to persuade the historic value of
the street and the neighborhood.

b. Flemmer - It is a bit harder in that area because of the number of
rentals.

c. Tarlin — preservation of neighborhoods vs market forces

d. Flemmer — has put forth a lot of effort in the past with infill but has

its limitation.



e. Derenne noted the proposal was not in line with the aesthetic of the
neighborhood.
f.  Flemmer — saw a rendering of a brick,1.5 story etc.
g. Khnipe asked whether the HPC has any authority to prevent the
rezoning. R4 is higher density, rather than University district.
h. Knipe asked for our support to get it on record. Before the July 21%
meeting.
1. Flemmer suggested we could potentially get a resolution.
j.  Coordinator was asked to draft and circulate a resolution such as:
“Whereas the UD is a National Register district it would be the
recommendation of the HPC not to support moving to R4 as it
would impinge the integrity of district.”
k. There was support from the Commission members present to write
up a Resolution and circulate before the City Council meeting on July
21
. Munski, Derenne and others will be attending the Planning and
Zoning Commission meeting where there will be a public hearing.
k. School for the Blind mural
1. The School for the Blind had a mural painted onto their garage but did not go
through the required process that is going to Planning and Zoning for permission.
The mural code has stipulations including what exists in neighborhoods and whether
the mural is on a historic building. It is also outside the UND historic district. This
mural is painted on a building constructed in 1981 and therefore is not in our
jurisdiction but it still needs to go through a City process. It is on the agenda for
Planning and Zoning’s meeting on Wednesday, July 9™
1. 50 pages of comment and only one page was negative.
2. Derenne asked Flemmer about similar issues with signage and he noted that
yes, and it will up to the committee to decide.
5. Other business:
a. University Park Neighborhood brochure — applied for a grant to replicate the NNN 11 x 17,
to do a walking tour in their area. They want to expand on the University Park area. Also

shared with the Mayor and hopefully pass along to the Council.



b. Coca-Cola ghost sign has been completed in Pillsbury Park
1. Iseminger asked about the ghost sign on the back of the Opera House.

c. DeRemer House for sale

d. Donated labor forms are ready for signature

e. Knipe asked about the clock in the pocket park and what would need to happen to move it
to University Park. Flemmer recommended speaking with Community Development.

f.  Munski — EGF Heritage Village will be celebrating the 50th anniversary during Heritage
Days August 8" — 10"

6. Move to adjourn 7:31 pm.,Munski moved, second Derenne . Motion carries.

Upcoming meetings: Tuesday, August 12, 2025 at 6:00pm



